Other funds available to Frontline organisations to help transform services

1) £10million to kick start Big Society public services - A £10million fund is being made available to charities and social enterprises to help them develop the skills and infrastructure to win more capital investment and public service contracts Nick Hurd, Minister for Civil Society, announced 25 July.

The Investment and Contract Readiness Fund is one of the latest in a number of actions paving the way for charities, social enterprises and other civil society organisations to play a bigger role in public service delivery. The Minister outlined plans in an open letter to the sector (see link below). As well as new opportunities to earn income from public service contracts, civil society organisations will soon have more access to capital investment when the Big Society Bank opens for business.

For more info. - http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/%C2%A310million-kick-start-big-society-public-services 

From Nick Hurd’s open letter to the sector:

“Today I am announcing £10m for  Investment and Contract Readiness. , a programme to help frontline civil society organisations grasp the new opportunities arising from:

· New markets in public service delivery, as set out in last week’s white paper 

· New types of social finance – including loans and equity stakes – facilitated through the Big Society Bank

We want to help organisations to develop the right skills, the right systems and the right attitude so that they are ready for investment, and in a stronger position to win public sector contracts.  We see a strong network of support providers and investors as critical in making that happen, and want to create a space where civil society organisations, social investors and support providers can meet. 

As a result of the Programme we expect to see more civil society organisations attracting investment and winning public sector contracts, and a growth in the range and quality of intermediary organisations supporting the social economy.

The £10 million programme will operate over 3 years from April 2012. Over the summer, we will be testing our proposals with interested stakeholders and a delivery partner will be in place by April 2012. We are particularly keen to talk to other funders with an interest in this area about developing a shared platform.”

2) The Department of Health Innovation, Excellence and Strategic Development Fund (Section 64) provides funding to support proposals in the health and care field. The available funding is limited and, to be successful, organisations will need to have a clear focus in their applications on how their proposals would support and drive forward new ideas, disseminate and replicate excellence or undertake strategic developments in voluntary sector capacity and/or capability in health and care. The Fund is open for applications for projects to start in April 2012 or later; we cannot accept applications after the closing date, which is 21 October 2011 at noon. The Fund provides funding from one to three years to support proposals with a clear focus on supporting and driving forward new ideas, excellence and/or the undertaking of strategic developments in voluntary sector capacity and/or capability in the health and care field.
Important points to note for 2012–13

•
We have an on-line application system to help you apply and so we can better manage how we award funding. We will only accept applications made on-line. Our system includes some automated eligibility checking on-line. (See page 26).

•
You will need to ensure your registration on our on-line Award Information Management System (AIMS) by noon on Friday 7 October 2011. Please note that if you – as your organisation’s application contact - submitted an application to last year’s (2011-12) IESD Fund you are not required to re-register on AIMS. If an organisation’s application contact from last year has moved on, the new contact at the organisation will need to ensure her/his registration by noon on Friday 7 October 2011.

•
We will only accept one application per organisation and only one joint application in which the organisation is involved. (See page 11).

•
There are restrictions on communications activities that can be funded (See pages 12 to 15).

•
We have updated the themes and priorities to reflect changing priorities for health and well-being. (See pages 21 to 25).

•
There are separate application forms for each of the three funding strands, which are for Innovation, Excellence and Strategic Development. Please be sure to use the appropriate one. (See pages 26 to 29).
You will be eligible for investment from the Fund if the proposed activities meet the following conditions: 

•
Have, or plan to have, an effect nationally. This means we will not consider proposals with a purely local effect. To have a national impact, a proposal should be able to make a difference to the health and well-being of people across England. A locally based proposal can be said to have the potential for making an effect nationally if it is trying out new solutions for services that have not been tried before and the learning or good practice can be shared or copied in other areas of the country.

•
Equality and tackling health inequalities must be a central part of all activities.

