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Cornwall Voluntary Sector Forum

Charity Number: 1111169 and Company Number: 05371203.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

About Us

Cornwall Voluntary Sector Forum (CVSF) is the strategic organisation for all community and voluntary organisations working or based in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly and the “voice” for the membership and the wider third sector at all levels on the various bodies whose services they deliver or support. It is an independent incorporated and registered charity providing strategic leadership and is the gateway between the VCS and statutory bodies and government. 

Our website is at http://cornwallvsf.org/  

The VCO sector in Cornwall consists of more than 3,000 organisations, mostly micro SME’s, is the biggest employer in the County- employing more than 17,000 people, supporting some 60,000 volunteers and contributes more than 7% to Cornwall’s GDP. 

CVSF has the following aims and objectives:

Advocacy : provide strategic leadership as the voice of the sector and liaise with, and bring influence to bear on, local, regional and national government.

Brokerage : be the catalyst for, and facilitate, partnerships and joint working.

Communication : provide internal links within the sector, and be the gateway to other sectors, statutory bodies and government, and help to co-ordinate sector marketing and public relations.

Development : initiate or commission research into issues affecting the sector and identify gaps in provision.

We currently do this through engaging with, and representing the sector on, various strategic groups including (website addresses given in brackets):

· Cornwall Infrastructure Partnership (http://www.cornwallvcs.org.uk)

· Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (IoS) Learning Partnership (http://www.cornwall-learning-partnership.org/)

· Cornwall Compact Steering Group (http://www.cornwallcompact.org/)

· Cornwall Strategic Partnership (http://www.cornwallstrategicpartnership.gov.uk/)

· Inclusion Cornwall and Cornwall Social Inclusion Management Group

· Cornwall Economic Forum

· European Convergence Programme Monitoring Committee

· Children & Young People's Strategic Partnership

· Rural Cornwall & IoS Partnership

· Cornwall Health and Well Being Board

The CVSF was formed in 1994 when a small group of people came together to discuss issues for the sector in Cornwall. Since then our membership has steadily grown and we now have members from the VCS across Cornwall, who between them provide a vast range of services, including commissioned public services, for the communities of Cornwall.
Long-term Funding from BASIS

In 2007, CVSF received five years of funding from the Big Lottery Fund BASIS programme for its core staff and activities.  This secures the future of the organisation and enables us to plan for the future with confidence.   An extract from the Business Plan prepared for the Big Lottery grant appears separately.
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