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Title: Charities Chief meets with Cornish groups to discuss Credit Crunch

Dame Suzi Leather, Chair of the Charity Commission, the independent regulator for charitable activity in England and Wales, visited Cornwall on Monday, February 9th to discuss the impact of the Credit Crunch with local charity managers.

A group called ‘Charity Chief Executives in Cornwall’, set up to help support local charity managers, held a packed meeting with Dame Suzi at Wheal Martyn China Clay Country Park, St Austell, at 3pm that day. Over fifty representatives of local charities heard Dame Suzi give a presentation on ‘Public benefit and personal identity in a credit crunch’ and went on to discuss their concerns about conditions for local charities in the present recession.  The event was sponsored and supported by Cornwall Voluntary Sector Forum.  Dame Suzi emphasised that to stand the best chance of survival, Charities needed to be really clear about the value and impact of their work and how they benefited the public.  

Dame Suzi, Chair of the Charity Commission says:

‘Nearly all organisations, including charities, are feeling the effects of the financial downturn. Some charities will struggle in the coming months and others may need to make difficult decisions about use of resources.  Monday’s event provided an opportunity for me to discuss these issues with local charities and outline the support the Charity Commission can offer them if they find themselves affected by the current financial climate.  We continue to provide charities with useful information and practical advice via our website and helpline. We are also meeting regularly with colleagues in the Office of the Third Sector and other umbrella organisations to look at the long-term impact of the credit crunch on charities.’

Martin Pallett, Chief Executive of Cornwall Blind Association and Co-ordinator of Charity Chief Executives in Cornwall says: 

‘Our Group meets regularly and exists to support Leaders of local Charities who are often grappling with the same quite complex issues. There are some really amazing Cornish charities all doing some first rate work and there is so much we can learn from one another. We are really pleased that Dame Suzi agreed to join us and decided to open up this special meeting to a wider audience of representatives from local third sector organizations.’      

Press and media interested in further details should contact Lydia Billson, Partnership Officer, Cornwall Voluntary Sector Forum via E-mail: lydia.billson@cornwallvsf.org or by telephoning 01872 241584.

Press Contact to arrange interviews: Martin Pallett, Chief Executive Cornwall Blind Association.  Direct telephone number: 01872 266707
Press Contact at the Charity Commission: Sarah Nelson.Direct telephone number: 020 7674 2333
Photo Attached: Martin Pallett, Chief Executive Cornwall Blind Association and Co-ordinator of Charity Chief Executives in Cornwall and Dame Suzi Leather Chair of the Charity Commission
 

Notes for Editors:

1. The Charity Commission is the independent regulator for charitable activity in England and Wales. See www.charitycommission.gov.uk for further information or call our contact centre on 0845 300 0218

2. Charity Chief Executives in Cornwall provides a forum for Chief Executives of charity and voluntary sector organisations in Cornwall providing confidential mutual discussion and support to enable more efficient output within the organisations they serve.
3. The event is sponsored and supported by Cornwall Voluntary Sector Forum, a registered Charity which aims to be an umbrella organisation for all community and voluntary organisations working or based in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly and the “voice” for the wider third sector at all levels on the various bodies whose services they deliver or support.
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